Rio+20 Planning Brief

	Ambitious global decisions to tackle the environmental and poverty crisis are more urgent than ever. The current economic and financial crisis faced by many developed countries has been used as an excuse to delay tough but crucial decisions on tackling the climate and poverty crisis, in the face of increasing inequality. The global community must now chart a path to a safer, greener, prosperous and more equitable world for us all, especially the poorest. 

Christian Aid believes that the Rio+20 Summit – the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development taking place in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012 – could provide an essential milestone in building a common vision to achieve a fair green economy that delivers climate and disaster resilient equitable development. 

Below Christian Aid sets out its priorities to ensure that Rio+20 delivers tangible outcomes. This includes: access to sustainable energy for all; the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Post-2015 development framework; disaster risk reduction a fair green economy and the role of the private sector; climate justice; and tax justice. 


Equity in a constrained world
It is essential that we tackle inequality in access to and use of resources, because it is inequality that drives both global poverty and environmental destruction. The wealthiest 20 per cent of the world’s population accounts for 80 per cent of consumption of the global resources. And we are currently using 50% more natural resources than the earth can sustain. Increasingly, we are seeing a ‘natural resource grab’ by wealthy countries, richer people within developing countries and private sector companies. They are taking control of fresh water, forests, fish, minerals and fossil fuels, all of which they treat as commodities. This is causing devastating impacts on poor people and the planet.
The poorest 20% of people, by contrast, lack the resources to have even a decent standard of living. Lack of food, water, energy and shelter mean that they are far more vulnerable in the face of threats from climate change, natural disasters and economic downturns.
The upcoming Rio+20 earth summit presents an opportunity for a fundamental shift in global politics and economics to deliver a fair green economy and rapid action to end poverty worldwide. The international community should show political leadership to ensure that the outcomes of Rio+20 transform our economic model towards achieving sustainable development. 

Access to sustainable energy for all 

The problem: 

· There are 1.3 billion people worldwide who do not have access to electricity and 2.7 billion cooking on wood and dung fires contributing both to widespread respiratory problems and desertification in drought-prone areas. 

· The International Energy Agency tells us that with current energy policy and lack of urgency on climate change:  ‘The door to a 2°C global warming is closing.’

The United Nations has designated 2012 as the Year of Access to Sustainable Energy for All, and has established a high level panel to make recommendations on how to achieve this goal. The UN High Level Panel will report ahead of Rio+20, plus there is a G20 Clean Energy Ministers meeting in London in April where the G20 will have an opportunity to present their strategy towards the UN Goals.

The UN’s goal is to tackle two extremely urgent problems: human induced climate change and global energy poverty. The Goals demand that by 2030 there should be: universal access to clean modern energy for all people; a doubling of energy efficiency globally; and a doubling of renewable energy in the energy mix. 

Christian Aid recommends: 
· Endorsement for the UN Goals for Sustainable Energy for All at the G20 Clean Energy Ministers’ meeting in April and at Rio+20, with a commitment to fund energy access for all.
· Finance must also be made available for developing countries to ‘leapfrog’ high carbon technology and deliver green and resilient economic growth
· Countries to avoid high carbon ‘lock-in’ but actively moving away from dependence on fossil fuels both in developed and developing countries. This includes a removal of all fossil fuel subsidies.
Sustainable Development Goals and the post-2015 development framework

A credible and urgent response is needed to address the environmental and social challenges we face.
Christian Aid welcomes the proposed Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a way of ensuring strengthened sustainable development governance, with mechanisms and structures for implementation and measuring progress towards sustainable development. However, the development of the SDGs must be closely interlinked with the development of the post-2015 agenda, without getting in the way of achieving the MDGs. We welcome a new development framework that builds on and integrates the SDGs and the MDGs to ensure the best possible route to sustainable development and poverty eradication. 
Christian Aid makes the following recommendations for the SDGs, and by extension the post-2015 development framework:
· The SDGs should be universal, meaning that all countries, whether developed or developing, have ownership and accountability to embed sustainable development in their own national policies through a global framework. In particular we highlight Principle 7 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit of common but differentiated responsibilities towards achieving a sustainable existence for the planet. 
· The SDGs must be based on equity, both within and between nations, ensuring the fair allocation of resources is given to poor peoples and poor countries to ensure a just transition to a more equitable, resilient and low-carbon world. 
· The SDGs must recognise the 3 pillars of development (environmental, social and economic) and be formulated and carried out in a way that allows all three to be addressed at once, rather than separating into sectors like health, education, food security. Poverty is not sector specific, but multidimensional and affected by many cross-cutting issues like race, gender, power and access to land, resources and opportunities.
· Given the increased uncertainty it brings to all sectors and the impact it has especially on the poorest and most marginalised, Climate Change must be embedded as a cross-cutting issue across all proposed Sustainable Development Goals. The SDGs must also contribute to the capacity of all actors (communities, governments, private sector) to adapt to the effects of climate change.
Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience

The Rio+20 agenda must include action and commitments to build resilience and reduce risks of disasters. Christian Aid considers resilience and disaster risk reduction as essential priorities in a world which is failing to address risk drivers like climate change, poverty, unplanned urbanisation and ecosystem decline, exposing people to natural hazards that destroy millions of lives and livelihoods. 

The statistics from 2010 speak for themselves. In one year 373 natural disaster events killed over 296,800 people affected 208 million and cost nearly US$110 billion.  Yet as research by the UN, NGOs and World Bank shows investment in disaster prevention is much cheaper, in some cases between a  quarter a one 14th of the cost.  Similarly disaster management and response that build on local experience and capacity have been shown to deliver faster, more effective and resilient emergency response.

Priorities for Rio+20 should include:

· Strong recognition that Disaster resilience is a necessary prerequisite for development.  Disasters reduce economic, environmental and social capital, and therefore they impede, undermine and reverse developmental progress.  We should also underscore that disasters disproportionately affect poorer countries – they are least able to cope with their impacts.  

· Concrete commitments to resource Disaster Risk Reduction and resilience building as part of a sustainable approach to disaster management globally, including through imbedding them across the SDGs and wider commitments to sustainable development and green growth.

· Climate finance must deliver resilience at a local level, be accountable to vulnerable and at risk communities and bring together government, civil society, private sector and the scientific community to create the enabling environment for climate adaptation, DRR and resilience. This must deliver technical support and capacity building for developing countries to deliver participatory disaster risk management.

· Resilience and Disaster Risk Management must be firmly embedded into sustainable development discussions and the post-2015 framework. This includes the need to mainstream DRR and prioritise actions that reduce the underlying factors that drive risk and undermine livelihood security.  Reducing vulnerability must be a key driver and indicator of progress across all development work   In order to ensure this the UN Secretary General should appoint a high level panel to lead a global review of disaster prevention and response to feed into the post-2015 agenda.

Fair green economy

	‘Achieving sustainability requires us to transform the global economy. Tinkering on the margins will not do the job.’ High Level Panel on Global Sustainability, January 2012
‘The current global economic crisis, which has led many to question the performance of existing global economic governance, offers an opportunity for root and branch reform and a decisive shift towards green growth, which contributes to sustainable development, not just in the financial system, but in the real economy as well.’ High Level Panel on Global Sustainability, January 2012
‘So we will join the call for Rio to drive uptake of sustainable business practices – in particular transparent and coherent sustainability reporting.’ Rt Hon Caroline Spelman MP, UK Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs


The private sector has a particular interest in the ‘Green Economy’ or ‘Green Growth’ focus of the Rio+20 Summit. They are looking for support for new markets for green products and services.  The private sector role is essential to stimulate technology and innovation to overcome the challenges of establishing a sustainable planet. 

However, the private sector is only one actor in achieving a fair green economy. Governments need to legislate for effective outcomes – both incentives and regulation. Civil society must be fully part of the discussion to frame, implement and monitor progress.

Christian Aid’s priority is to ensure that there is a discussion on resource equity within the green economy dialogue, and that the focus shifts towards delivering a ‘fair green economy’. 

Ahead of Rio+20 civil society is proposing  that a Fair Green Economy must defined, understood and implemented as a completely new paradigm, that challenges the current economic and development model, and guarantees the well being and prosperity for all, within the ecological limits of the planet. It must be guided by the principles of equity, justice, sustainability, accountability, inclusiveness and participation of all, particularly the poor and civil society. This will require a change of mindset form the private sector, as well as legislation to deliver fair and sustainable outcomes.

It will be necessary to avoid ‘false solutions’ or solutions which fix one problem, but result in social or environmental damage elsewhere. The international carbon market has some clear examples where carbon gains come at the expense of people and planet. An integrated sustainable approach with clear environmental safeguards is essential.

Rio+20 should support:
· Increased dialogue between private sector, government and civil society to generate a clear pathway towards a fair green economy and to agree shared values for a fair green economy.

· Transparency will be key. Private sector Environmental and Social Governance (ESG) reporting should be a priority outcome for Rio. This must include mandatory reporting of all carbon emissions from private sector company operations and investments. The objective should be to achieve global integrated reporting of sustainability indicators.

Climate Justice and follow-up from Durban

Christian Aid is extremely disappointed that the current negotiating text for Rio+20 does not fully and explicitly recognise the urgency for acting on climate change as part of a global action plan for sustainable development.

The draft does not sufficiently recognise that the action taken so far on climate change has not been able to halt the progress of climate change. This is more than urgent in 2012, when the UN climate change negotiations  have in December 2011 agreed to a time frame that is too slow and too low ambition for the world to avoid the rise of global temperature above 2 degrees Celsius . Additional and complementary action is needed urgently, especially in finding low carbon solutions to development and in supporting people’s resilience to inevitable disasters.

The ‘Durban Platform for Enhanced Action’ – the main political outcome of the last year’s climate negotiations - has lost the equity language which was the foundation of the UNFCCC and the Bali Action Plan. Also the plan is for a binding global deal to com in by 2020, which is too late and with too little ambition to stay below 2oC global warming.  It will be essential to re-instating the commitment to ‘common but differentiated responsibility’ in the climate change negotiations. This was a foundation of the original Rio Earth Summit. 

Rio+20 decisions should:

· Enhances the urgency of commitment and action towards a low-carbon future where ambitious cuts in CO2 emission are implemented, especially by rich nations and climate finance is available enable the poorest to continue to develop in a sustainable way
· Recognise that we are already committed to an unacceptable level of climate change and must prepare for this through adaptive measures across the economy in the UK and, very urgently, in developing countries through support for sectors including food, water, energy, shelter. We must use the green economy initiatives and sustainable development goals to move to a more resilient world which can respond to an increasingly changing and unpredictable climate and upholds human rights and the development aspirations particularly of vulnerable people.

Tax Justice and Development

Resource mobilisation is vital to meet the demands of agreed action plans emerging from the Rio+20 Summit. Insufficient financial resources are a major reason for the gaps in implementing the agreed sustainable development commitments and action programmes since the 1992 Rio Summit on Environment and Development. 

Governments need to be equipped to raise a sustainable flow of revenue effectively through adequately resourced tax authorities and good domestic tax policy, and by having access to information. Transparency is required so that civil society can monitor revenues and how they are spent.

The ability of countries to collect revenue effectively is systematically undermined by the financial secrecy of tax havens and abuse of transfer pricing rules. Christian Aid estimates that developing countries lose US$160 billion each year in tax revenues due to the profit-shifting of some unscrupulous multinational companies.

Priorities for the Rio+20 Conference:

· Implement Measures to address tax evasion and avoidance including an end to Financial Secrecy: Financial and banking secrecy provided by tax havens facilitates tax evasion and avoidance by allowing companies and individuals to hide money offshore. By refusing to share information on account holders, some jurisdictions actively undermine the tax bases of other countries.  

· International Tax Cooperation: By encouraging offshore jurisdictions to share tax information (automatically) countries would be better equipped to enforce their own laws and mobilise revenue effectively. 

· Corporate Transparency: A new accounting standard, country-by-country reporting would enable tax authorities, civil society and other regulatory agencies to monitor the activities of MNEs located within their jurisdiction, how their trade is undertaken, and what profits and taxes they declare. 

· Strengthening developing countries’ voices in the development of international tax standards: To shift the balance of power in the international taxation system, developing countries need a greater say in norm setting and the development of international tax rules. The UN Tax committee is the most appropriate place for these discussions to occur, but it is currently under-resourced. The Rio+20 summit should commit to strengthening 

· Strengthening capacity building in revenue authorities: UN agencies such as UNDP and UNDESA have a role to play in strengthening the capacity of developing countries to mobilise revenue effectively. 

